Historic Built Environment Technical Report

Appendix C

DETERMINATIONS OF ELIGIBILITY (DOEs)
- WASHINGTON

Appendix C2 | O-1



\14 Interstate
NE BRIDGE

Replacement Program

INTERSTATE BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROGRAM
SECTION 106 DOCUMENTATION FORM
Individual Properties

Agency/Project: Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, Oregon Department of Transportation,
Washington State Department of Transportation

Interstate Bridge Replacement Program
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Property Name: Fendrich’s Furniture (WA 7)

WISAARD Property ID: 33716

Street Address: 209 West 6th Street

City, County, State: Vancouver, Clark County, Washington

Tax Parcel Number: 48280000

Plat Block Lot: West Vancouver, Block 13, Lots 3 and 4

USGS Quad Name: Vancouver Quadrangle

Township: 2N Range: 1E Section: 27

Coordinates: 45.625483°, -122.673551°

This property is part of a [] District

Resource Use (please use WISAARD lexicon for resources within Washington)

Current Use: COMMERCE/TRADE / specialty store

Construction Date: 1947

Historic Use: COMMERCE/TRADE / specialty store

Alterations & Dates:
Ca. 1980, Terrazzo in recessed entries covered

Architectural Classification / Resource Type: Other: Modern / Building

Historic Context: Architecture

Construction Characteristics (please use WISAARD lexicon for resources within Washington)

Foundation Type: Concrete - Poured

Form Type: Commercial

Window Type & Material: Fixed shopfront & aluminum; fixed
(possibly casement?) with four horizontal lights & wood

Roof Type & Material: Flat & Asphalt/Composition

Exterior Surface Materials:
Primary: Brick - Stretcher Bond
Secondary: N/A

Decorative: Ceramic Tile

Structural System Type: Masonry - Poured Concrete

Plan Type: Square

Number of Stories: 2

Changes to Structures:

Category: Change Level:
Styles: Modern Plan Intact
Windows Intact
Register Status: Not Listed Cladding Intact
(Other)
Condition:  [1Excellent [XlGood [Fair [Poor Integrity:  X|Excellent  [JGood [JFair [IPoor
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Figure 1. Fendrich’s Furniture, north and west elevations, view facing southeast. Note vandalism of north-facing shopfront
windows. (WillametteCRA January 13, 2023).

Preliminary National Register Findings: [] National Register listed
Izl Potentially Eligible: Izl Individually O As part of District

[ Not Eligible: [] In current state [ irretrievable integrity loss [ Lacks Distinction ] Not 50 Years

] Property is located in a potential District

Oregon State Historic Preservation Office Comments (Washington DAHP comments found within WISAARD):
[1 concur [] Do Not Concur [] Potentially Eligible Individually ~ [] Potentially Eligible as part of District  [_] Not Eligible

Signed Date
Comments:
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The building at 209 West 6th Street (hereafter referred to by its historic name, Fendrich’s Furniture) is a
modernistic commercial building that includes elements of the Streamline Moderne, Stripped Classical, and Art
Deco styles and is located in the Esther Short neighborhood of Vancouver, Clark County, Washington. Within the
neighborhood, the building is in the southeastern section, on a double lot at the southeast corner of the
intersection of Columbia Street and West 6th Street (Figures 2—3). The area around the building is part of a
mixed-use zone defined by a gridiron network of streets that comprise Vancouver’'s downtown core. The resource
is located at the southern end of Vancouver's commercial core and the block it occupies abuts an entrance to
Interstate 5. Esther Short Park, a city-owned public park and playground, is diagonally adjacent to the resource to
the northwest.

The resource itself is located on a square lot (originally a double lot); the building’s footprint measures
approximately 100 feet from north to south and approximately 100 feet from east to west (Figure 3). Sanborn fire
insurance maps indicate that it is constructed atop a reinforced concrete foundation with a full basement and rises
two stories above ground level. The flat roof is surrounded by a metal-capped parapet and covered by a light
membranous material. The structure of the building is reinforced concrete; on the street-facing elevations, north
and west, it is clad in a brick veneer. The cladding is made up of standard-sized bricks of varying shades laid in a
stretcher bond. In keeping with the building’s modernistic styles, these public elevations are free of traditional
ornamentation such as string or belt courses, window molding, or cornices. Instead, the walls are planar and
broken up by the textural effects of the variegated brickwork (Figures 1, 4). The south and east party walls are
mostly shielded by adjacent buildings, however, exposed upper segments indicate they are composed of
unpainted board form concrete.

The building’s fenestration divides its public elevations into bays: five on the north elevation and five on the west
elevation. Except for one, the ground floor of each bay is composed of aluminum frame plate glass shopfront
windows set above tiled bulkheads. Above these are groupings of four wood frame hopper windows, each with
four horizontal lights set in the story above them (Figure 5). There is a recessed entry on both the north and west
elevations, set into one bay with paired, full-glass wood doors (Figure 6). The southernmost bay of the east
elevation is pierced by an oversized wooden paneled vehicular door in the southwestern corner (Figure 7). A
historic Art Deco style sign projects from the northwestern corner (Figure 8).

Alterations

The building has undergone few alterations since its original construction. Changes include the covering-over of
terrazzo floor signs set into the building’s recessed entries after 1978, and the rearrangement of the lettering on
the building’s primary sign. Other changes include the recent vandalism of the building’s plate glass windows
along West 6th Street, however, it remains unclear if the windows will be repaired in kind or replaced with less
compatible units.

Surveyor/Agency: Essie Weiss-Tisman, Willamette CRA for IBR Program Date Recorded: January 13, 2023 Pg 3
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Boundary Description

Fendrich’s Furniture is located at 209 West 6th Street in the Esther Short Neighborhood of Vancouver, Clark
County, Washington. The building’s parcel (48280000) is bounded by West 6th Street to the north, Columbia
Street to the west, and adjacent parcels to the east and south. The square-shaped parcel roughly corresponds to
the building’s footprint; the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) boundary, therefore, is recommended as
the boundary of the tax lot parcel (Figure 3).

INTEGRITY

Fendrich’s Furniture remains in its original location and has been little altered since the end of its period of
significance, here recommended as the operating span of the original store, between 1946 and 1978. While only
limited documentation of the building’s original appearance was accessible, a visual inspection and a comparison
with available imagery indicate that the building’s exterior has not been significantly altered in the intervening
years. The building’s setting has also been slightly altered by the removal of historic buildings to its north and
west and their subsequent replacement with modern construction. Despite the differences in the time of their
construction, however, these buildings continue to demonstrate the dense mixed-use character of downtown
Vancouver with footprints that extend to the sidewalk and blocky massing. In addition to these tangible factors,
the Fendrich’s Furniture building continues to be occupied by a commercial tenant who uses the original design
features, such as the storefront windows, as originally intended, for product display. In all, the building retains its
integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association to a high degree. Although
somewhat diminished, the building also retains its integrity of setting.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fendrich’s Furniture

Located in Vancouver’s downtown core, Fendrich’s Furniture operated from 1947 to 1978. It was a family
business run by the Fendrichs, a Jewish family who immigrated to the United States in the early twentieth century.
Abraham Fendrich (1886—1950) was born in Ciemierzmynce, in what is now Poland, and immigrated to the United
States in 1910, spending three years in New York before moving to the Pacific Northwest.* Fendrich lived in
Eugene and Portland before moving to Vancouver around 1933, where he opened the Vancouver Bargain Store,
which he ran with his sons Lewis (1910-1972) and Morris Fendrich (1912-1971).2 Initially located at 702
Washington Street, the Vancouver Bargain Store sold new and used furniture.® At some point prior to 1944 the
business moved into a wood frame building at 213 West 6th Street.*

1 “Death Claims City Merchant,” Columbian (Vancouver, WA), September 7, 1950, 19.

2 “Death Claims City Merchant,” Columbian (Vancouver, WA), September 7, 1950, 19.

3 “Open Second Hand Store,” Columbian (Vancouver, WA), June 19, 1933, 5.

4 The building is referred to as 213 West 6th Street in newspapers through 1947. It is listed under 209 West 6th Street in the
1946 city directory and as such on the 1928-1949 Sanborn Map; “Bargains in Furniture,” Columbian (Vancouver, WA),
January 28, 1944, 4.
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In January 1946, Fendrich announced plans to tear down the building and construct a new store at the same
location.®> The expansion was part of a brief boom of development within Vancouver. In May of 1946 The
Columbian reported that February of that year had seen an increase in building permits amounting to 42 times
those issued in February of the previous year, with similar increases in March.® This increase, however, was
short-lived: in March of 1946, as a means to address the postwar housing shortage, the Civilian Production
Administration (CPA) was authorized to regulate all new construction, which restricted all non-residential building.
CPA approval became necessary on all commercial development exceeding $1,000, and similar restrictions were
introduced for establishments such as hotels, restaurants, and factories.” Fendrich’s permit was one of those
approved in the rush by local builders to get their applications in before such restrictions went into effect.

The new building, designed by local architect Donald J. Stewart, was executed as a commercial amalgamation of
modernistic styles, including elements of Art Deco, Stripped Classicism, and Streamline Moderne. The two-story
design emphasized its horizontality with banks of plate glass shopfront windows along the ground story paired
beneath groupings of four wood frame windows with characteristic horizontal lights above. These components
gave the building a grounded appearance which was reinforced by its heavy variegated brick cladding and solid
rectilinear massing. Stylistically, the design was successful in its compatibility with Vancouver's earlier downtown
building stock which had been constructed in a range of eclectic commercial styles while simultaneously
appearing modern through a lack of ornamentation and molding.

The design further filled its programmatic needs by increasing the visibility of Fendrich’s products with its large
windows and upper-story skylights that both naturally lit the interior and provided passersby with enticing views
inside. This interior was an open showroom punctuated by columns that supported the roof and a partial balcony
along the building’s edge (Figures 9-12).8 With further expansion in mind, Fendrich requested that the design
retain the ability to add two additional floors, however, this expansion was never undertaken.® The new store,
complete with inlaid brass sidewalk signs at its entrance and an Art Deco-style sign projecting from the building’s
corner announcing “Fendrich’s Furniture,” opened in August of 1947 (Figures 13 and 14).10

After nearly three decades in business, Fendrich’s Furniture vacated its downtown location in 1978 following the
deaths of Lewis and Morris in the early 1970s.! Ellie Fendrich Glass, daughter of Morris and the then-owner of

5 “New Building Is Planned,” Columbian (Vancouver, WA), January 2, 1946, 1.

6 Ed Hungerford, “Over $3,500,000 Worth of Commercial Building Under Way or Slated Here,” Columbian, May 1, 1946, 1.
7 Hungerford, “Over $3,500,000.”

8 “New Building Is Planned,” Columbian (Vancouver, WA), January 2, 1946, 1; “Fendrich’s in Grand Opening,” Columbian
(Vancouver, WA), August 15, 1947, 3.

9 “Fendrich’s in Grand Opening,” Columbian (Vancouver, WA), August 15, 1947, 3.

10 “Fendrich’s in Grand Opening,” Columbian (Vancouver, WA), August 15, 1947, 3.

11 “Fendrich’s to Vacate Building,” Columbian (Vancouver, WA), August 27, 1978, 29.
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the business moved the operation to a smaller location outside of Vancouver’s downtown core, at 7902 Northeast
St. Johns Road.'? Gene and Merilee Will purchased the building for $215,000, planning to use it as a permanent
home for the Gemé Art Gallery, their gallery and framing business that they had previously operated in various
locations in Portland.® Gemé Art Gallery still operates out of the Fendrich’s Furniture building.

Architect Donald J. Stewart, AIA (1895-1996)

Donald J. Stewart was a master architect with a long and productive career in both architecture and on various
local committees in the city of Vancouver. After studying architecture at Washington State College (later,
Washington State University), Stewart moved to Portland to work for the firm of the prominent Portland architect
A. E. Doyle. While notable in his own right, Doyle and his office were the training grounds to many of Portland’s
prominent midcentury architects where they learned to adapt elements of the Classical Revival and other
revivalist styles to the contingencies of the Pacific Northwest.*

After two years in Doyle’s office, Stewart took a grand European tour where he fell into working for Van Pelt and
Thompson and helped supervise the construction of the Gennadius Library at the American School of Classical
Studies in Athens, Greece.®> Upon his return to the United States, Stewart worked for a number of other firms in
New York City and Washington State before opening his own in Vancouver in 1935. Stewart found early success
in the design of local school buildings and commercial projects and became notable for his distinctive handling of
buildings which combined elements of the Stripped Classical, Art Deco, and Streamline Moderne styles.1¢ Stewart
also served on the Vancouver Planning Commission, the NW Regional Council of the National Advisory Council
on School Building Problems, the faculty at Clark Junior College, and was a member of the American Institute of
Architects (AlA) after 1942.%7

In 1952, Stewart formed a partnership with Portland architect Kenneth “Ken” Richardson (1909—ca. 2004) and six
years later, in April 1958, the firm was selected to design the layout of the 1959 Oregon Centennial Exposition.8
The Oregon Centennial Commission noted that the selection had been influenced by the firm’s distinctively
regional, modernist style (today termed Northwest Regionalism), and especially for its use of Northwest wood

12 “Fendrich’s to Vacate Building,” Columbian (Vancouver, WA), August 27, 1978, 29; “Fendrich Furniture new Location,”
Columbian (Vancouver, WA), January 26, 1979, 37.

13 “Portland Art Gallery Sets Expansion Here,” Columbian (Vancouver, WA), August 27, 1978, 29.

14 Michael C. Houser, “Donald J. Stewart,” Docomomo, accessed July 27, 2022, https://www.docomomo-
wewa.org/architect/stewart-donald-j/

15 "Stewart Named Fee Architect,” Columbian (Vancouver, WA), March 27, 1935, 7; Houser, “Donald J. Stewart.”

16 See Mary Ricks and Tom Vogt, ‘Architect Stewart Dies at 101,” Columbian (Vancouver, WA), November 15, 1996, 1;
Elizabeth O'Brien, Jonathan Held, Samantha Gordon, Alison Geary, and Andrea Blaser. “[Draft] The Architecture of Donald J.
Stewart in Washington and Oregon, 1933-1967,” National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Nomination Form.
Washington DC: Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 2021, F11; O'Brien et al, “The Architecture of Donald J.
Stewart,” E7; and Houser, “Donald J. Stewart.”

17 Houser, “Donald J. Stewart”; Nancy Hadley, AIA Historical Directory, “Donald J. Stewart,” distributed by the American
Institute of Architects, accessed June 28, 2023,
https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/pages/38912034/ahd1043164.

18 “Names Make News,” Oregon Journal (Portland, OR), August 17, 1952, B7; “Centennial Fete Architects Have Long List of
Buildings,” Oregon Journal (Portland, OR), April 10, 1958, 6.

Surveyor/Agency: Essie Weiss-Tisman, Willamette CRA for IBR Program Date Recorded: January 13, 2023 Pg 6
106 Documentation: Individual Properties Rev. 10/24 LEG




10

15

20

25

Vi interstate  SECTION 106 DOCUMENTATION FORM
NE BRIDGE

Replacement Program Individual Properties
Continuation Sheet

Agency/Project: Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, Oregon Department of Transportation,
Washington State Department of Transportation

Interstate Bridge Replacement Program
FHWA Federal-Aid No. S001(553), FTA No. XXXX(XXX), ODOT Key No. 21570, WSDOT Work Order No. 400519A

DAHP Project No. 2020-12-07501 SHPO Case No. 21-0006
Property Name: Fendrich’s Furniture (WA 7) WISAARD Property ID: 33716
Street Address: 209 West 6th Street City, County, State: Vancouver, Clark County, Washington

products.1® In September 1962, the firm reorganized, incorporating Frank C. Allen and George A. McMath as
partners.?° Richardson left shortly afterward, and the firm remained Stewart, Allen, McMath Architects until
Stewart retired in 1967.2! Stewart passed away in November 1996 at the age of 101.22 Throughout his long
career, Stewart’s work was defined by his continued exploration of modernistic architectural themes within a
regional context and his work remains locally distinguishable from a range of other, more derivative architects.

National Register of Historic Places Eligibility

Willamette Cultural Resources Associates (WillametteCRA) recommends that Fendrich’s Furniture is significant
under Criterion C with a period of significance of 1947. As the resource possesses the requisite integrity to
communicate its significance under this criterion, it is recommended eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places.

Based upon WillametteCRA's evaluation of Fendrich’s Furniture within its historic context, the resource does not
possess a sufficiently strong association with a historic event or pattern of events to qualify as significant under
Criterion A. Although the building is associated with the development of Vancouver’s downtown business district,
this association is not comparatively strong enough to meet the threshold for NRHP significance.

Despite its association with the Fendrich family, Fendrich’s Furniture does not possess a sufficiently strong
association with people significant to our past to qualify as significant under Criterion B.

In 2021, a Multiple Property Documentation Form (MPD) for “The Architecture of Donald J. Stewart in Washington
and Oregon, 1933-1967" was prepared by Archaeological Investigations Northwest (AINW).23 At the present time,
the document remains in draft form and has not been formally accepted by the Keeper of the National Register. It
is, however, recognized by the Washington Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation’s (DAHP)
WISAARD database as a thematic study that can be linked to specific resources.

The 2021 MPD written by AINW provides “a framework for understanding and evaluating the historic significance
of Stewart’s work within the context of his wide-ranging career.” According to the MPD framework, associated
properties must be attributable to Stewart as a “Lead designer” (Rank 1) or “Likely lead designer” (Rank 2).
Properties meeting these requirements are categorized into Property Types: Property Type 1 are those designed
by Stewart as a sole proprietor between the years 1933 and 1952; Property Type 2 are those designed by
Stewart and partners, between the years 1952 and 1967. Within these two Property Type groups, subtypes are
included, based on Stewart’s prevailing styles.

19 Chrissy Curran, “The Architectural Legacy of the 1959 Centennial Exposition,” Oregon Historical Quarterly 110 (2009):269.
20 “TAnnouncement of new partners],” Oregonian (Portland, OR), September 16, 1962, 39.

21 O’Brien et al., “The Architecture of Donald J. Stewart,” E9.

22 “Donald J. Stewart Obituary,” Columbian (Vancouver, WA), November 17, 1996, B3.

23 O'Brien et al., “The Architecture of Donald J. Stewart.”
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If the draft MPD framework were applied, Fendrich’s Furniture would meet the registration requirements of
attribution (Stewart as Lead designer, in this case, or Rank 1), and would fall under Property Type 1 (sole
proprietor), subtype “Stripped Classical, Art Deco, and Streamline Moderne Buildings.” Stewart's early career was
defined by his use of prevailing architectural styles, which he deployed in an understated way. The resource
retains the design characteristics that are broadly associated with the Stripped Classical, Streamline Moderne, or
Art Deco styles of the Modern Movement. Additionally, the property retains most, if not all aspects of integrity to
meet the registration requirements.

Within the framework of the MPD, the building would be eligible under Criterion C as a representation of Stewart’s
early career as a “master” architect. As such, WillametteCRA recommends that Fendrich’s Furniture is significant
under Criterion C with a period of significance of 1947. The recommended NRHP boundary of the property would
be the footprint of Stewart’s design, which corresponds to the tax lot of the resource.

Fendrich’s Furniture is not associated with known archeological sites, does not contain important information, and
is ultimately unlikely to yield important information about prehistory or history. It is therefore not significant under
Criterion D.

In summary, Fendrich’s Furniture possesses sufficient integrity to communicate its area of significance. As such,
WillametteCRA recommends the resource as eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion C with a period of
significance of 1947. The resource is recommended not eligible under Criteria A, B, or D.
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106 Documentation: Individual Properties Rev. 10/24 LEG




10

15

20

Vi interstate  SECTION 106 DOCUMENTATION FORM
NE BRIDGE

Replacement Program Individual Properties
Continuation Sheet

Agency/Project: Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, Oregon Department of Transportation,
Washington State Department of Transportation

Interstate Bridge Replacement Program
FHWA Federal-Aid No. S001(553), FTA No. XXXX(XXX), ODOT Key No. 21570, WSDOT Work Order No. 400519A

DAHP Project No. 2020-12-07501 SHPO Case No. 21-0006
Property Name: Fendrich’s Furniture (WA 7) WISAARD Property ID: 33716
Street Address: 209 West 6th Street City, County, State: Vancouver, Clark County, Washington

SOURCES/BIBLIOGRAPHY
The Columbian (Vancouver, WA). 1933-1978.

Curran, Chrissy. “The Architectural Legacy of the 1959 Centennial Exposition,” Oregon Historical Quarterly 110
(2009): 269.

Hadley, Nancy. AlA Historical Directory. “Donald J. Stewart.” Distributed by the American Institute of Architects.
Accessed June 28, 2023.
https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/pages/38912034/ahd1043164.

Houser, Michael C. “Donald J. Stewart.” Docomomo (Blog). Accessed July 27, 2022, https://www.docomomo-
wewa.org/architect/stewart-donald-j/.

O'Brien, Elizabeth, Jonathan Held, Samantha Gordon, Allison Geary, and Andrea Blaser. “[Draft] The Architecture

of Donald J. Stewart in Washington and Oregon, 1933-1967.” National Register of Historic Places
Multiple Property Nomination Form. Washington DC: Department of the Interior, National Park Service,
2021.

The Oregon Journal (Portland, OR). 1952—-1958.

Sanborn Map Company. Vancouver, Clark County, Washington, 1928-1949. New York: Sanborn Insurance
Company, 1928-1949.

Surveyor/Agency: Essie Weiss-Tisman, Willamette CRA for IBR Program Date Recorded: January 13, 2023 Pg 9
106 Documentation: Individual Properties Rev. 10/24 LEG




VA interstate
% BRIDGE

Replacement Program

Indiv

INTERSTATE BRIDGE REPLACEMENT PROGRAM
SECTION 106 DOCUMENTATION FORM

idual Properties

Continuation Sheet

Agency/Project: Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, Oregon Department of Transportation,
Washington State Department of Transportation

Interstate Bridge Replacement Program
FHWA Federal-Aid No. S001(553), FTA No. XXXX(XXX), ODOT Key No. 21570, WSDOT Work Order No. 400519A

DAHP Project No. 2020-12-07501

SHPO Case No. 21-0006

Property Name: Fendrich’s Furniture (WA 7) WISAARD Property ID: 33716
Street Address: 209 West 6th Street City, County, State: Vancouver, Clark County, Washington
RN <
2157 |sT ‘2L > %
\, l‘_ \i i—- 5 : B e
N RN Y S ANEWS / =g
. ' 4y Alblellc
1l O st he Heh e A
I~ S — = 21 faSE f
3 2 ~at=ts Y :~ w3 %
LEEE! EnERy/ Sy ol
7 s e o T Y / W ;
5 - }f /Iy g VM Amtetie
1 KpM st 2SS WA s .xM‘FIeId {
Pft = Y 'y LA i
Ef ‘. 209 Wﬁtl'l St TS Ty g \;
: - =&
. ey A T P hk‘!\%f : 1y 4
i A as SO
BM Fae B e ey
Farkl a3 S/~ FORT WANCOUVERN—
WA = HIST SITE
e ~2e /] (W b0
q e 2 .-
I LY el Fm VANC
5 ' MILITARY { 24 5
B e RESERVATION =1 b
a‘ort Of Vancouver - “ :
Terminal

Replocement Progrom

0 025 05 075 1km
0 0.25 05 0.75 1 mi

V. interstate

/A% BRIDGE

USGS Vancouver, WA and Portland, OR, 7.5' Quads., 1990

1:24,000

Figure 2. Location map of 209 West 6th Street, Clark County, Vancouver, Washington.

Surveyor/Agency: Essie Weiss-Tisman, WillametteCRA for IBR Program Date Recorded: January 13, 2023

Pg 10

106 Documentation: Individual Properties

Rev. 10/24 LEG



Y interstate GECTION 106 DOCUMENTATION FORM
M BRIDGE

Replacement Program Individual Properties
Continuation Sheet

Agency/Project: Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, Oregon Department of Transportation,
Washington State Department of Transportation

Interstate Bridge Replacement Program
FHWA Federal-Aid No. S001(553), FTA No. XXXX(XXX), ODOT Key No. 21570, WSDOT Work Order No. 400519A

DAHP Project No. 2020-12-07501 SHPO Case No. 21-0006
Property Name: Fendrich’s Furniture (WA 7) WISAARD Property ID: 33716
Street Address: 209 West 6th Street City, County, State: Vancouver, Clark County, Washington

o G ..

Bing Virtual Earth Aerial Imagery

0 10 20 30 40m 1:600
_e——— S
0 50 100 150 ft
VA interstate
| MK BRIDGE
| Replocement Program
Figure 3._Aerial map of 209 West 6th Street, showing the recommended NRHP boundary in
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Figure 4. Southwestern corner of Fendrich’s Furniture Store, view facing northeast, including brick and poured concrete

elements (WillametteCRA January 13, 2023).

Surveyor/Agency: Essie Weiss-Tisman, WillametteCRA for IBR Program Date Recorded: January 13, 2023 Pg 12
106 Documentation: Individual Properties Rev. 10/24 LEG




Y interstate GECTION 106 DOCUMENTATION FORM
M BRIDGE

Replacement Program Individual Properties
Continuation Sheet

Agency/Project: Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, Oregon Department of Transportation,
Washington State Department of Transportation

Interstate Bridge Replacement Program
FHWA Federal-Aid No. S001(553), FTA No. XXXX(XXX), ODOT Key No. 21570, WSDOT Work Order No. 400519A

DAHP Project No. 2020-12-07501 SHPO Case No. 21-0006
Property Name: Fendrich’s Furniture (WA 7) WISAARD Property ID: 33716
Street Address: 209 West 6th Street City, County, State: Vancouver, Clark County, Washington

Figure 5. Eendrich’s Furniture Store, north elevation, view facing southwest, including lower level plate glass windows
(WillametteCRA January 16, 2023).
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Figure 6. Fendrich’s Furniture Store, north elevation, view facing south, including splayed reveal entryway (WillametteCRA
January 16, 2023).
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Figure 7. A portion of the western elevation of Fendrich’s Furniture Store, view facing east, including the vehicular entrance
(WillametteCRA January 16, 2023).
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Figure 8. Northwestern corner of Fendrich’s Furniture, view facing southwest,

including projecting sign (WillametteCRA January 16, 2023).

Surveyor/Agency: Essie Weiss-Tisman, WillametteCRA for IBR Program Date Recorded: January 13, 2023 Pg 16
106 Documentation: Individual Properties Rev. 10/24 LEG




Vi interstate  SECTION 106 DOCUMENTATION FORM
NE BRIDGE

Replacement Program Individual Properties
Continuation Sheet

Agency/Project: Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, Oregon Department of Transportation,
Washington State Department of Transportation

Interstate Bridge Replacement Program
FHWA Federal-Aid No. S001(553), FTA No. XXXX(XXX), ODOT Key No. 21570, WSDOT Work Order No. 400519A

DAHP Project No. 2020-12-07501 SHPO Case No. 21-0006
Property Name: Fendrich’s Furniture (WA 7) WISAARD Property ID: 33716
Street Address: 209 West 6th Street City, County, State: Vancouver, Clark County, Washington

Figure 9. Coverage of the newly constructed Fendrich’s Furniture Store (The Columbian [Vancouver, WA], August 1947).
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Figure 10. Photo from the 1945 opening of Fendrich’s Furniture Store (The Columbian [Vancouver, WA], July 4, 1976, A21).
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Figure 11. Photo of Fendrich’s Furniture “as it looked in the mid-1950s” (The Columbian [Vancouver, WA], August 27, 1978,
29).
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Figure 12. The footprint of Fendrich’s Furniture shown on a Sanborn Map, 1928-1949, Sheet 9 (Sanborn Map Company,
Vancouver [1928-1949], 9).
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Figure 13. Ellie Fendrich Glass looks at the store’s brass sidewalk sign, in an image published in The Columbian alongside an
article announcing the closure of Fendrich’s Furniture in August 1978 (The Columbian [Vancouver, WA], August 27, 1978, 29).
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Figure 14. Part of a newspaper advertisement for Fendrich’s Furniture showing an illustration of the building, including what is
likely the original sign (The Columbian [Vancouver, WA], October 8, 1952, 4).
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Figure 1. View of Smith Tower from the east (WillametteCRA June 08, 2022).
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The building at 515 Washington Street, known as Smith Tower, is a fifteen-story residential apartment complex
located in the Esther Short neighborhood of Vancouver, Clark County, Washington (Figures 1, 2, and 3). The
building is located at the southeast corner of the intersection of Washington and 6th Streets. The pedestrian and
vehicular entrances to the building and associated underground parking lot are accessed from Washington Street.

The area around the tower is the central business district of lower downtown Vancouver, a mixed-use area
combining medium- and high-density residential buildings, low-, medium-, and high-density office buildings, and
several single-story commercial buildings. Many of the higher-density buildings include ground-floor commercial
tenants, creating a dynamic streetscape lining the pedestrian sidewalks. Much of the central business district is
defined by orthogonal streets surrounding the block of Esther Short Park; the southern section of the
neighborhood, however, provides access to I-5 and is defined by large, slightly irregular blocks of access ramps.

Smith Tower is located on a rectangular tax lot, adjacent to single-story commercial properties to the east as well
as to the north and west, across both 6th and Washington Streets; on the south, it is adjacent to a surface-level
paved parking lot (Figures 4 and 5). The tax lot includes the building as well as the ground-level parking and
associated landscaping. One vehicular entrance to Smith Tower passes under the building’s raised ground floor,
via a drive-through lane connecting Washington Street to 6th Street, flanked by seven angled parking spaces,
separated by triangular concrete planters, approximately 18 inches tall and filled with shrubs, along 6th Street. A
second vehicular entrance along Washington Street is a ramp leading to a below-ground parking lot; in between
the two vehicular entrances is another concrete-lined planting bed, filled with rocks and the building’s official sign
(Figure 6). A concrete walkway leading to the main entrance lobby on the south side of the parcel is suspended
over the below-ground parking; mature landscaping planted below grade is visible on either side of the walkway
(Figure 7). A breezeblock wall along the building’s southern property line separates it from the adjacent parking lot
and encloses a small sitting garden outside of the building’s main entrance.

The principal form of the building is a fifteen-story cylindrical tower measuring approximately 100 feet in diameter
and 158 feet in height; the distinctive building is visible from many areas of downtown Vancouver. The upper
stories of the building, floors two through fifteen, are raised above the ground-floor footprint, which is an
irregularly-shaped assemblage of the central, structural, hollow concrete tube combined with the enclosed
entrance lobby (Figure 8). Regularly spaced reinforced-concrete columns are slightly inset from the outer edge of
the cylindrical mass. Floors two through fifteen are each defined by a reinforced-concrete floor slab with an
interspersed curtain wall comprised of fixed and awning aluminum frame windows and cream-colored enamel
spandrel panels. Although elevations in a cylindrical building are difficult to define, both the north elevation and
the east elevation are characterized by stacked, recessed balconies (Figure 1). The curtain wall glazing and
exterior balconies offer inhabitants sweeping panoramic views of the surrounding landscape. On a northeastern
arc of the cylinder, a linear stack of exposed-aggregate concrete panels separates private balconies on either
side (Figure 9). The roof is defined by a raised parapet at its edge and the smaller volume of the mechanical
penthouse, enclosing utility equipment and egress, at the center; the penthouse is surrounded by a rounded
screen of vertical fins.

Alterations

As originally designed, every unit had access to a private balcony; visually, this meant that there were balconies
on all four of the “elevations” of the cylindrical building (Figure 10). The original enamel spandrel panels ringing
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the tower were a mustard yellow color (Figure 11). In 1972, a building permit was issued for the installation of a
new window wall enclosure; based on available records, this was only for the balconies on the southern side of
the building, and it was done in order to mitigate the “howling south winds” (Figure 12).* Fifteen years later, the
building’s management worked with the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) on an energy conservation
project, which added “interior acrylic glazing storm windows” to all units.? In 1999, a more substantial upgrade
was undertaken, which included enclosing more balconies, changing the exterior enamel panels from mustard to
a cream color, reconfiguring the interior walls of some units, and tinting windows a darker color, all of which was
in addition to general roof and elevator maintenance.?® The vestiges of the original balconies are still visible on the
building’s elevations, and though the interiors of residential units were not accessible at the time of survey,
building floorplans suggest that the balconies were glazed but not drastically reconfigured (Figures 4, 5, and 6).

The setting has also changed in the past sixty years. When the building was constructed in 1966, it was the tallest
building in downtown Vancouver. It was adjacent to car dealerships, Lucky Lager Brewery’s tower, commercial
storefronts, and a Standard Oil gas station, and relatively enveloped by the neighborhood building stock. Within
the past two decades, development of downtown Vancouver has increased; Smith Tower is no longer the sole
“skyscraper” in the city’s skyline, nor is it the only high-rise residential building in the neighborhood, and the edges
of the neighborhood, defined by the enlarged I-5 access, have slowly encroached north along Washington.

Boundary Description

The resource is located at 515 Washington Street, in the Esther Short neighborhood of Vancouver, Clark County,
Washington. The building’s parcel (47870000) is bounded by Washington Street to the north, an adjacent parcel
to the east, a parking lot to the south, and 6th Street to the west. In addition to the building, the parcel includes the
underground parking lot, the ground floor surface lot, and the landscaping lining both Washington and 6th Streets.
All of these elements have been present on the parcel since the end of the resource’s period of significance
(defined as 1966—1971) and contribute to the property’s historic significance. The recommended National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) boundary is thus recommended as the boundary of the resource’s parcel
(Figure 3).

INTEGRITY

Since its original construction in 1966, Smith Tower has not changed in its overall form or in its use. General
maintenance of the building has necessitated a few changes, none of which alter the building’s character; these
included roof and elevator improvements (most recently documented in 1999), as well as improvements to the
kitchen within each unit (most recently documented in 1999). Some changes are notable and have redefined the
building’s character: the building’s decorative yellow paneling was exchanged for cream-colored panels in 1999;
the exterior balconies on the south and west sides of the building were filled in, which also necessitated some

1 The permits on record indicate that discussions over the proposed window wall began in 1972 and work went through 1973.
“515 Washington Street.” On file at the City of Vancouver Community Development Department and obtained through Public
Records Request. The “howling” winds were off-handedly referenced in Brian Cantwell, “High Society,” The Columbian, March
3, 1991, Section C Page 1.

2515 Washington Street.” On file at the City of Vancouver Community Development Department and obtained through Public
Records Request.

3 “Smith Tower work begins,” The Columbian, April 27, 1999, Section C Page 3. Though much of the work was functionally
necessary, some of the exterior changes were cited as an attempt to bring the building’s image “into the modern age.”
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interior unit reconfigurations; and its downtown Vancouver setting, which was, at the time of construction,
suffering from a lack of investment, is now vibrant and dense.*

Although these later alterations to the building have modified the original design, many were necessary
improvements to the somewhat experimental building—the balconies, in particular, which bore the auditory and
physical force of strong south and west winds, were enclosed to retain the building’s character-defining views of
the surrounding landscapes without the unintended inconveniences of the weather. The tower is still defined by
many other of its original features, including its iconic cylindrical form, its innovative technologies including the
curtain wall and the lift-slab construction, flat roof, pie-shaped interior units, and open ground floor. Although the
tower is no longer the lone skyscraper in downtown Vancouver, the views, both of the building and from the
building, remain intact as character-defining features. The building’s location adjacent to I-5 affords it prominence
in Vancouver's city skyline, and the views from the building’s interior of the surrounding Pacific Northwest still
offer the original panoramic amenity to residents. In all, the building retains its integrity of location, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association; and though altered, the integrity of setting and design reaffirms the
building’s original design philosophy.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed in 1966, the cylindrical high-rise notable in Vancouver’s city skyline was advocated for by local labor
organizations and built as a response to a housing crisis among the older generation of Vancouver residents. The
tower’s design, by local architect Henry Greybrook, and innovative construction methods accommodated the
small site in Vancouver’s downtown business district.

Housing the Elderly

In the late 1950s, when the United States government announced the availability of funds for “Urban Renewal”
programs, many American cities embarked on large-scale campaigns to assess the status of current housing,
estimate future needs, and plan the path forward to adequate housing, streets, and rejuvenated downtown cores.®
Coupled with the passage of the Housing Amendments of 1956 and the creation of a national Advisory
Committee on Housing for the Elderly, the question of how to house the growing number of elderly Americans
became a subject of national debate.® The size of the group, defined as those aged sixty-two and older, was
steadily increasing due to population booms and advances in healthcare and quality of life; the incomes, however,
of the group’s mostly retired members were relatively stagnant if not decreasing. Until 1958, when the American
Association of Retired Persons, or AARP, was founded, elderly citizens were losing agency in their ability to
advocate for their roles, responsibilities, and recognition in American society and especially in local politics.

4 In some units, the yellow panels are still visible within the unit. Many residents turned their newly enclosed balconies into
small bedrooms. The yellow panels make up the lower half of the interior wall.

5 On Vancouver's Urban Renewal history, see John Russell Merrill, “Development of Proceedings for an Urban Renewal
Project: The Esther Short Project.” Masters thesis, Oregon State University, 1964.

6 The Housing Act of 1956 (86-372) amended, among other things, the Federal Housing Authority’s interest rate, urban
renewal requirements, community development programs, and included a new mortgage insurance program for nonprofit and
for-profit rental housing for the elderly. See The Congressional Research Service, “A Chronology of Housing Legislation and
Selected Executive Actions, 1892-2003,” (Washington D. C.: US Government Printing Office, 2003). https://www.govinfo.gov/
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Housing was one of the main issues, as many of the housing assessments revealed. There was an obvious
misalignment between housing costs and income and savings, which averaged, for most elderly couples, less
than $200 per month (approximately $2,075 in 2023).” There was also a gap in the market. Though the
construction of single-family homes had skyrocketed in the postwar years, the layout, location, upkeep, and even
financing were targeted at white, middle-class, young families. Aging-in-place was encouraged as often as
possible, but often required a significant and costly retrofit. Large suburban homes that had been ideal for raising
families were far removed from necessities, and too dependent on the automobile for daily tasks. Large suburban
lots required upkeep and maintenance.

There were significant federal and state resources allocated to housing senior citizens, including facilitating the
financing of rental housing projects designed for the elderly, assisting individuals in the purchase of suitable
homes, making public housing more accessible to older people, and in 1960, appropriating federal monies to a
direct loan program for private, nonprofit elderly housing.® But public assistance did not meet the needs of the
growing elderly population. For-profit developers began constructing retiree communities—Leisure City in Florida,
designed by Florida Sun Deck Homes, was one of the first, in 1951—comprised of small, one-story homes with
especial attention paid to certain features, like wide doors, bathrooms accommodating restricted mobilities, and
accessible electrical outlets.® Yet, even private developers did not fill the demand. Churches, community groups,
and professional organizations began to embark on their own construction programs in order to provide
immediate assistance for local populations. The Omaha Education Association, a local teachers’ organization,
built the OEA Manor, a twelve-story apartment building in 1952; in 1955, a Methodist congregation built a similar
project, Willamette View Manor, in the outskirts of Portland, and offered both private cottages and apartment-style
living, as well as comprehensive hospital care on the same campus (Figure 13).

In Vancouver, as in the rest of the country, one of the main issues of the 1960 election was specifically concerned
with those citizens over the age of 65, particularly surrounding the question of housing. Washington Governor
Albert Rosellini (1910-2011) petitioned for the “human dignity” of “oldsters” and Vancouver City Council
candidates argued for accessible and central elderly housing, citing the success of the Willamette View Manor.1°
Vancouver had attempted to mitigate its elderly housing problem while addressing the displacement caused by its
Urban Renewal programs. The Vancouver Housing Authority (VHA) designated one-third of the single- and multi-
family units in its newly constructed model neighborhood, Skyline Crest (1963), for elderly residents.*! A second

7 And fewer than 50% of the elderly, in the late 1950s, were still “coupled.” This and the income statistics are cited in Norman
P. Mason, Housing the Elderly: a review of significant developments (Washington D.C.: Housing and Home Finance Agency,
April 1959).

8 Housing and Home Finance Agency, “What's new in housing the elderly” (Washington D.C.: U.S. Government Printing
Office, 1961).

9 HHFA, “What's new.”

10 A summary of the Nixon and Kennedy positions can be found in Sterling F. Green, “Nixon, Kennedy have broad areas of
policy disagreement,” The Columbian, August 2, 1960, 8; Rosellini’s position was described in “Rosellini Suggests State for
Pattern,” The Columbian, April 26, 1960, 1; the Vancouver issues were highlighted in “Meet the Candidates,” The Columbian,
February 1, 1960, 2. The Vancouver interview cited here was with Gene Rushford, owner of Builders’ Insulating and
Construction Co., who was running for a four-year city council term. Rushford advocated for “a better place for its oldsters,
something on the order of the now famous Willamette Manor, as close to activities as possible,” but he did not advance past
the primaries.

11 “Low-Rent Housing is VHA Highlight,” The Columbian, January 2, 1964, 29.
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project, Van Vista Plaza, also owned by the VHA, was opened in 1970 and was entirely dedicated to the elderly
residents of the city.

The problem was bigger than the city could accommodate. Many “oldsters” were still living in substandard or
unadapted housing, didn’'t have access to public housing, or found themselves without a plan for living in
retirement. The Mid-Columbia Building Trades Council, a coalition of several local labor unions, took matters into
its own hands.? Concerned with the housing for local elderly citizens generally, and retired union laborers
specifically, the Council formed a non-profit corporation, Mid-Columbia Manor, and, in 1961, applied for a
$1,750,000 federal loan from the federal Housing and Home Finance Agency (HHFA) in order to construct a
housing project for the city’s senior citizens.*® Like other nonprofit sponsors, the corporation fulfilled the Federal
Housing Authority (FHA) requirements, which included evidence of its qualification as a mortgagor, a detailed
program of objectives, architectural sketches, number of units, proposed services, and purpose of non-income
producing spaces, and evidence of the local jurisdiction’s approval.4

The proposed project was located in downtown Vancouver, on the site of the former Clark Hotel, which had been
demolished after a 1954 fire.'®> The corporation, which combined leaders from the Painters, Building Laborers,
Teamsters Cannery Workers, Retail Clerks, General Teamsters, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers,
and Central Labor Council AFL-CIO, hired local architect Henry Greybrook (1926-1976) to design the building
and Greybrook submitted sketches of a fifteen-story circular tower comprised of 170 living units, each with access
to a private balcony offering panoramic views of the Pacific Northwest (Figure 10). Although the city of Vancouver
was not directly involved, it paved the way for the building’s construction with indirect assistance. The Vancouver
Planning Commission, which was actively attempting to encourage high-density residential construction
downtown, not only changed the maximum height restrictions for the area of the fifteen-story tower (then limited to
six stories), but also rezoned lower downtown from general commercial use to tourist, residential, and commercial
use, thus permitting hotels, motels, housing for the elderly, apartment buildings, and commercial
establishments.'® When a parking requirement stymied the project’s momentum, the Vancouver City Council
demanded that a solution be found in the tower’s favor.” A local official went to Washington, D.C. to “help clear

12 participating unions included including Painters, Building laborers, Teamsters Cannery Workers, Retail Clerks, General
Teamsters, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, and Central Labor Council AFL-CIO.

13 A 1960 newspaper article noted how unions were beginning to “borrow” management practices from private industry,
describing how the Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butcher Men of America planned to build a $99,000,000 state-financed
housing development in the Bronx, and another group set up a New York based drug store chain. See Ray Tucker, “Labor,
Management Closer Together,” The Columbian, November 03, 1960, 8.

14 A list of all the pre-application procedures is included in Housing and Home Finance Agency, “What’s new in housing the
elderly,” Washington D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1961. The Housing and Home Finance Agency was a
predecessor to the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), founded in 1965. From 1947-1965 the agency
was responsible for the federal housing programs, including Urban Renewal programs, the FHA, and the Federal National
Mortgage Association (FannieMae).

15 On the Clark Hotel fire, see “Firemen Got Shorter Day But No Help,” The Columbian, January 3, 1955, 5, and “A Graphic
Example,” The Columbian, November 17, 1954, 14. Pictures are included in the article “Fire Sweeps the Clark Hotel,” The
Columbian, November 16, 1954, 1-3.

16 “Skyscraper’ Plan Clearance Nearer,” The Columbian, October 09, 1963, 16.

17 David Jewett, “Planners to Allow Building,” The Columbian, April 08, 1954, 1-2.
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the way” for the project, meeting with Congresswoman Julia Butler Hansen and other housing officials.® The
Urban Renewal
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department and the Vancouver Chamber of Commerce were also invested in the success of the project; for those
departments, the downtown tower signified a “terrific boost to Vancouver’s economy,” and “a firm step in the right
direction in revitalization [sic] of that section of the city.”!°

Mid-Columbia Manor’s federal loan application was approved by the Community Facilities Administration, part of
the HHFA, in December of 1963. The corporation was granted a nearly two-million-dollar loan, at a 3.625 percent
interest rate and a repayment plan spanning fifty years. A contingency, however, of the approval was quick
construction: work was required to begin within fewer than six months and be completed in fewer than twenty-
four. Bids were received in May of 1964, and A. V. Petersen Construction Co., named the general contractor,
broke ground the following July. Underground parking was excavated and the central structural core began to
rise, then the tallest construction in the city (Figure 14). To the wonderment of all the attentive city residents, the
building’s floor slabs were poured and all fifteen floors slowly raised in unison with a hydraulic lift—a relatively
new and economically efficient type of construction called the lift slab method—then fastened into place.

The apartment building opened to residents in February 1966 and was officially named “Smith Tower,” after local
labor leader and president of Mid-Columbia Manor corporation, Bill Smith (1895-1971), the following month. With
170 units in total, 40 were one-bedroom apartments with separate living quarters, and 130 were efficiency
apartments. Each apartment had a private balcony, a small kitchen, and a private bathroom. The finishings—
“incandescent and fluorescent lighting, plastered walls, vinyl floor covering in kitchens and bathrooms and
complete carpeting,” as well as draperies, individual thermostats, and built-in appliances—were standard, and
residents were able to bring in their own furniture in order to make the unit feel home-like.?° Rents varied between
$78 for an efficiency apartment and $100 for a one-bedroom. The top twelve floors of apartments had sweeping
views: Mount Hood to the southeast, Mount Rainier to the east, the Columbia River to the south, picturesque
sunsets to the west, and vibrant streetscapes at lower levels (Figure 15). The ground floor contained a lobby and
outdoor sitting area. Amenities specifically directed at the elderly population were located on the second floor:
barber and beauty shops, a pharmacy, recreation and multi-purpose rooms, and a tobacco and magazine shop.
The local bus stopped at the tower’s base, making transportation easy and accessible. Downtown shops and
restaurants were within walking distance. Trips to the local grocery were organized on a regular schedule. Smith
Tower made downtown living easy and affordable.

The tower was fully occupied within eighteen months of opening—right on schedule, according to its
management.?* At first, residency was limited to those aged sixty-two and above, who had a yearly income not
exceeding $5,000 per year.?? It was not restricted to retired union laborers, although it attracted many of them,
including Bill Smith himself, a former union painter who had facilitated the eponymous tower’s construction. The
building management applied for, and received, authority to make a small number of units available to those

18 “Officials are Optimistic over Loan Chances for Construction of High-Rise Apartments,” The Columbian, July 17, 1963, 1.
19 “Officials are Optimistic over Loan Chances for Construction of High-Rise Apartments,” The Columbian, July 17, 1963, 1.
20 “Labor Leaders Back Highrise Apartment,” The Columbian, September 07, 1964, 38.

21 “Tower has no vacancy,” The Columbian, August 30, 1967, 11. This “schedule” was disputed in the press, with some
claiming that the FHA was displeased with the 50% occupancy after 10 months of opening. See David Jewett, “Council
Reluctant on Rent Subsidies,” The Columbian, December 28, 1966, 2.

22 “skyscraper’ Apartments Attractive,” The Columbian, August 17, 1966, 27.
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younger than sixty-two but who qualified under the low-income threshold, most of whom were “disabled or
handicapped.”2?
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Smith Tower was well-received upon its opening and remained so among most Vancouverites. In 1966, the
cylindrical form signaled a novel and contemporary architectural solution to the difficult problem of the small site
and the amount of required floor area. The country’s collective imagination had been captured by cylinders: the
Capitol Records Building (1956) in Los Angeles, designed by Louis Naidorf (b. 1928) at Welton Becket and
Associates; the American Pavilion, designed by Edward Durrell Stone (1902-1978) at the 1958 International
Exposition in Brussels; and Bertrand Goldberg’s (1913-1997) Marina City (1960-1964), a residential complex
affectionately called the “Corncobs” by local Chicagoans (Figure 16).2* Smith Tower was one of the first cylindrical
towers for Washington state (followed closely thereafter by the 400-foot tall Washington Plaza Hotel in Seattle,
now the Westin, designed by John Graham and Associates from 1966—1969). The 360° plan, so well-suited to
panoramic views, was also hyper-efficient: compared to a rectangular tower, it dramatically decreased wind
resistance, offered the least amount of enclosure for the greatest amount of floor space, kept distribution of
utilities—located in the central core—to the shortest travel distance, and eliminated what was often a wasteful
corner. Although the form was most often deployed in a residential or hotel tower, due to the unit replicability—
Holiday Inn even folded it into its corporate branding—it was not limited to a high-rise tower: buildings in the
round, like The National Bank of Washington, in Tacoma (Lea, Pearson & Richards, 1964, demolished),
constructed a few years before Smith Tower, expressed the optimism of the 1960s in an elegant, efficient form
(Figure 16).2°

At Smith Tower, the elderly residents were—and still are—able to maintain a sense of independence while also
having opportunities for socialization and camaraderie as much as they choose. The community room functions
as a communal dining room, pinochle play-room, dance hall, and meeting place.?® Though the apartments are
smaller and irregularly shaped—not a right angle among them—the rents were considered appropriate and
included a broad offering of amenities (Figure 17). By the early 1990s, some Vancouver residents had renamed
the cylindrical tower “the Beer Can"—its shape and location next to Lucky Lager Brewing too convenient not to
notice. The mustard yellow of the enamel panels in the building’s facade, though bright and cheerful, was also
datable to the years of the building’s construction. In 1999, a relatively significant renovation was undertaken,

23 The Columbian, January 26, 1967, 26.

24 On Capitol Records, see “World’s First Circular Building Readied Here,” The Los Angeles Times, April 8, 1956, Part V Page
1, 8; a contemporaneous account of Stone’s US pavilion is described in Martha E. Miller, “Impressions of the Brussels
Exposition: Diversities, Faults Typify ‘World, 58',” The Harvard Crimson, October 1958; on Marina City, see “City Within a City:
The Biography of Chicago’s Marina City,” www.marinacity.org/history/content/. Accessed March 15, 2023.

25 Holiday Inn constructed many cylindrical hotel towers beginning in the mid-1960s. Most were designed by Leonard
Lundgren, including in Austin (1964), Los Angeles (1970, currently Hotel Angeleno), San Diego (1970), as well as in Acapulco
and Panama City. Other extant Holiday Inns include Syracuse, NY (1969), New Orleans, Long Beach (1968), and Charleston
(1971). See http://leonardlundgrenarchitect.com. The Sixes tower—now known as the International Tower—was a 32-story
residential tower that opened in Long Beach, California, in 1966, designed by Carl Birger Troedsson (1906-1979) and T. Y.
Lin (1912-2003).

26 For a description of resident life twenty-five years after opening, see Brian J. Cantwell, “High Society,” The Columbian,
March 03, 1991, 23, 27-28. Justin Carinci describes life forty years on in his “Life is well-rounded for Smith Tower’s residents,”
The Columbian, August 9, 2006, 9.
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enclosing balconies, tinting windows, and perhaps most notably, exchanging the mustard and white colorway for
a cream and teal one, which management claimed would bring the building into the modern age.?’
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Henry Gilbert Greybrook (born Henry Gilbert Olson) (1926—1976)

By the time of his death, Minnesota-born architect Henry Greybrook was well-known for his association with
organized labor. Smith Tower was the first of three notable buildings Greybrook designed for Pacific Northwest
union coalitions, followed by Westmoreland Union Manor (1965) in Portland, and Ya Po Ah (1966) retirement
apartments in Eugene; he was also involved administratively in the Portland Labor Center. After two years in the
navy (1944-1946), stationed on the USS Commencement Bay, Greybrook moved west to work for a string of
Portland architects: Clarence Wick (1952), Roald, Schmeer & Harrington (1952-1955), HB Boone (1955), and
Holman J. Barnes (1956-1959). Following his time at Barnes’ office, Greybrook moved to Vancouver in 1959 to
work with the prolific Day Walter Hilborn (1897-1971), and was employed in the office at the time the Mayflower
Dairy (1959), Fort Motel (1960), and Vancouver Federal Savings and Loan (1960) buildings were constructed.?8

In 1961, Greybrook opened his own firm—in shared quarters with Henry J. Vodeberg (1924-1998)—and
designed several commercial buildings, including the Hazel Dell Lanes Bowling Alley (1960), the Medical-Dental
Building in Portland (1961), the Fred Meyer Shopping Center in Hazel Dell (1962), and the Clark County Title Co.
in Vancouver (1963). In these projects, Greybrook not only demonstrated his awareness of the language of
contemporary architectural trends, he also revealed a facility for assembling material textures, imbuing broad
expanses of wall with visual intrigue, and using a combination of repeated shapes to create a coherent visual
expression. Though the forms he worked with were often simple, Greybrook was able to visually challenge the
appearance of a simple massing through graphic applications of materiality. Smith Tower, like Hazel Dell Lanes,
Clark County Title Co., and the Fred Meyer Shopping Center, is in step with the trends of Mid-century Modern
architecture: it is a simple form, rendered visually interesting with alternating bands of color and combinations of
material, resulting in a natural warmth that was not often found in the style’s progenitor, International Style
architecture.

In 1965, Greybrook combined forces with Keith Bradbury (1918—-2009). They designed several buildings at
Vancouver’s Clark College, as well as Westmoreland Union Manor (1965) in Portland, and Ya Po Ah (1966)
retirement home in Eugene. They were also responsible for the Reynolds Metals Office Complex (1967) in
Longview before they decided to end their partnership in 1970, each choosing to open independent practices.?

Greybrook was involved in a financial scandal surrounding the Portland Labor Center in the 1970s. The architect
was president of Dammic, Inc., a firm that was asked to administer the Labor Center’s finances in 1973. After the

27 “smith Tower work begins,” The Columbian, April 27, 1999, Section C Page 3.

28 Michael Houser, “Henry Gilbert Greybrook.” Washington State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation.
https://dahp.wa.gov/historic-preservation/research-and-technical-preservation-guidance/architect-biographies/bio-for-henry-g-
greybrook. See also the US Navy Muster Rolls for World War Il, https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/28745406:1143.

2% Michael Houser, “Keith H. Bradbury,” Washington State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, 2012.
https://dahp.wa.gov/historic-preservation/research-and-technical-preservation-guidance/architect-biographies/bio-for-keith-h-
bradbury.
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Oregon Journal published reports of alleged mismanagement of the funds in 1976, Greybrook was found dead in
his car in an apparent suicide.

Innovations: Lift-Slab Construction and Curtain Wall Glazing

Smith Tower was remarkable for its innovative program—housing elderly residents who were not often the
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subjects of public investment—but the spectators gathered on Vancouver’s sidewalks in order to observe another
innovation of the tower: its “lift slab” construction method. Lift slab construction was developed in Texas during the
late 1940s by the Youtz-Slick Company as an economical construction method for multi-story buildings.2 The
method redesigned the standard column cap, but it was most known for its new approach to pouring concrete
floor slabs: rather than pouring the slab directly into its final position, as was the case for poured-in-place concrete
work, the slab was poured at ground level and a hydraulic jack was used to lift them into place (Figure 18).3! This
eliminated the need for all formwork except for the slab edge. It also made it possible to place electrical conduit
and rough-in mechanical equipment before pouring the slab, essentially allowing most of the construction to
proceed at ground level. Reducing the complexity typical of high-rise construction greatly reduced labor and
equipment costs. 32

The method grew in popularity in the early 1950s and was seen throughout the United States, particularly in
California.®® In the Pacific Northwest, it was first used in the construction of Portland’s Ida B. Wells High School
(formerly known as Woodrow Wilson High School) in 1954.34 At Smith Tower, supervised by general contractor A.
V. Petersen, the Lift Slab Corporation of Portland was hired to erect the fifteen floors into place. The president of
the firm, Eric J. Hayford (1916-1994), described the process:

First step is to erect 36-foot vertical steel columns. A cast steel sleeve, one for each floor, is
slipped over the column and serves as a guide when the slab is hoisted up the column. Then
all 15 slabs are poured, one on top of the other. A fluid is sprayed on each slab as it hardens
which separates the slabs and hastens the curing process of the concrete. Once all 15 slabs
have been poured — like a stack of giant hotcakes — hydraulic jacks are placed on top of the
vertical steel columns. The jacks are connected to the slabs by threaded rods which pass
down along the column into slots in the steel collars, now an integral part of the floor slab. The
rods are connected to the bottom slab, or first floor. Each of the hydraulic jacks is linked by
hoses to a 28 by 28-inch console (not unlike an electric organ). The console equipment is

30 The Youtz-Slick method was developed in the late 1940s by two inventors, simultaneously—architect Philip Youtz in
Yorktown Heights, New York, and businessman Tom Slick, of San Antonio, Texas. The two combined their inventions and
patents, and marketed the method as the Youtz-Slick method. See John B. Porter and Richard S. Colley, The Youtz-Slick Lift
Slab Method of Construction. San Antonio: The Institute of Inventive Research, 1952. The first use of the construction method
was at Trinity University, in Texas, for architect O'Neil Ford’s design for Northrup Hall. See “O’Neil Ford’s Legacy,”
www.trinity.edu/news/oneil-fords-legacy, accessed March 16, 2023.

31 Clarence P. Green, and Karl C. Vogel, “Lift Slab Construction.” The Military Engineer 45, no. 308 (1953): 427-29.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/44569871.

32 See Porter and Colley, The Youtz-Slick Method, 17.

33 Green and Vogel, “Lift Slab Construction.” http://www.jstor.org/stable/44569871.

34 “New, Economical Lift-Slab Type Construction Planned for Woodrow Wilson High School Job in West Hills,” The Oregonian,
April 12, 1953, 22.
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designed so that all column jacks operate simultaneously and uniformly, lifting all 15 slabs at
once and in perfect unison.

One man, like a concert organist, operates the console. The enormous weight of all 15 floor
slabs is lifted at the rate of 4 to 10 feet per hour (average about eight feet) as the jacks revolve
the threaded rods. Maximum lift is 32 feet, length of the steel lifting rods. When the 15 floor
slabs have been raised 10 feet (first floor of the building since the slabs were poured on the
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basement floor), the jacks are halted. Workmen go under the stack of slabs to weld steel
blocks to the vertical columns, the entire load is lowered an inch or so to rest on the newly
welded blocks. Then the rods are uncoupled from the first slab and couple to floor number
two. The 14 remaining slabs are lifted another 10 feet, workmen weld blocks to the columns,
uncouple the rods and re-couple them to the third floor slab and the process is repeated. At
the top of the third floor, after the blocks are in place, the jacks are removed from the vertical
columns, 36-foot columns are welded to the originals, the jacks are now replaced atop the new
columns and the entire three-floor lifting process is repeated, dropping off one slab every ten
feet until the full 15-story height is reached.3®

The choice of core-and-cantilever construction and cylindrical shear wall at Smith Tower meant that the loads
were not carried by exterior walls and Greybrook had relatively free play in terms of facade design. In effect, this
allowed him to design a “hanging” lightweight curtain wall from the frame of the concrete structure. The curtain
wall was also a distinctly twentieth-century innovation, a result of new technologies of sheet metal and double-
pane glass. Though Mies van der Rohe (1886-1969) is often given credit for perfecting the high-rise curtain wall
facade, the first widely-published skyscraper to use a curtain wall skin was actually located less than five miles
from Smith Tower: Pietro Belluschi's Equitable Loan Building (now known as the Commonwealth Building) in
Portland, constructed in 1948. Belluschi (1899-1994) designed the vertical walls of the building with 85 percent
glass, and thin aluminum panels covering the concrete frame.3¢ Belluschi described the building as an optimistic
“expression of faith in a great future for our civilization—a faith born out of a conviction that from our modern
techniques, materials, and understanding of present-day architectural problems, we are able to create not only
more useful buildings, but also a new kind of beauty...clean, strong, and straightforward.”3”

The curtain wall was not just an episodic phenomenon; it dominated and defined architectural forms in the latter
half of the twentieth century. It was mostly applied to rectangular forms: the clear and straightforward lines of the
thin glazing underscored the clear and straightforward lines of the building’s mass. Smith Tower is an early
example of the high-rise curtain wall—just over a decade after Belluschi's design—but demonstrates the
malleability of the grid system and its ability to adapt to a non-rectilinear form. In wrapping the cylindrical mass of

35 James F. Fowler, “Progress Report,” The Columbian, December 17, 1964, 34.

36 James Marston Fitch, “The Curtain Wall,” Scientific American 192, no. 3 (1955): 44-49.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/24944576. Fitch’s article, written less than a decade before Smith Tower’s construction, offers a
explicatory “state of the field” contemporaneous with Greybrook’s design.

37 This is Pietro Belluschi's quote, from his typescript “Notes on the New Equitable Building,” 1946, cited in Meredith Clausen,
“Belluschi and the Equitable Building in History,” Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians Vol. 50, No. 2 (1991): 109—
129.
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Smith Tower with the thin glass and aluminum system, Greybrook demonstrated not only his awareness of the
innovative trends of the discipline but also his own creative facility with the new technology.

Mid-century Modernism

Mid-century Modernism was a sub-style of Modern Architecture as it was practiced in the United States and
Scandinavia, prominent between the years 1945 and 1969. This period was roughly coincident with several other
notable postwar trends in American history, all of which were directed at—and thus helped to create—a newly-
emerging democratic ideal for the American middle class. First and foremost, correlating to increased affluence
for many citizens in the postwar years, was the rise of single-family home ownership and rapid suburban
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development. Government programs, like Veteran’s Assistance and mortgage insurance provided by the FHA, not
only made this possible for more citizens but also influenced the design of the homes that began to dominate the
landscape. New methods of mass production and mass consumption, and new applications of wartime materials
(plywood, aluminum, vinyl, plastic) made the purchase of designed products more affordable, innovative, and
accessible and ushered in a new level of consumer culture in the United States. Mid-century design permeated
nearly every aspect of American life, from architecture and the furniture it contained, to textiles, industrial design
artifacts, the advertisements on the modern television set, and even the display of information. Russell Lynes, the
editor of Harper’s, identified the overwhelming trend of the postwar phenomenon: taste, as opposed to class,
became a new social distinction for the American masses.3 What was previously understood as “style,” perhaps
conceived of as an application or accentuation, became an immersive if not also performative “lifestyle”: an
embrace of designed objects, of family-centered fulfillment, with an appreciation for nature and the “natural.”

The style, generally, was influenced by the Bauhaus and International Style: clear geometries, clean lines, and an
emphasis on function. Like these European styles, Mid-century Modern design featured simple and
unornamented forms, but the latter approach was less constrained than the former, often incorporating curves
and abstract, “organic” shapes (kidney and amoeba were two of the most popular) and warmer, natural materials,
like wood and stone. The color palette ranged from visually intriguing bright hues in the early 1950s to more
subdued, earthy colors in the 1960s. Although many early houses were constructed with steel framing, it proved
too difficult and expensive for mass production and was quickly supplanted and replaced by the wood frame tract
house.®®

Architecturally, Mid-century Modern buildings were characterized by their informal approach to living: an open
floor plan visually connecting the shared spaces of the house, dotted with lightweight furniture and layers of visual
screens, often constructed from plywood panels. Natural light was plentiful, often streaming in from floor-to-ceiling
windows facing the non-public side of the house. Sliding glass doors and the continuation of the roof plane
beyond the walls of the house obfuscated a clear distinction between indoor and outdoor space; the tie to nature
was further emphasized by framed views expanding into the surrounding landscape.“® The floor plan of single-

38 Lynes, Russell. “Reprint: ‘Highbrow, Lowbrow, Middlebrow’ (1949).” The Wilson Quarterly (1976-) 1, no. 1 (1976): 146-58.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40255171.

3% See Esther McCoy, “Art & Architecture Case Study Houses,” Perspecta 15 (1975), 54-73. For a brief history on the steel-
framed house, see Neil Jackson, “Metal-Frame Houses of the Modern Movement in Los Angeles: Part 2: The Style That
Nearly...” Architectural History 33 (1990): 167-87.

40 Many attribute the style to California origins, on account of the location of many of its practitioners, but also because the
climate of southern California lent itself to this type of living. As the design style spread throughout the country, certain
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family homes was most often rectangular, dimensioned according to production and delivery schedules, with a
solid wall—perhaps with clerestory windows—facing the public street and glass windows facing a private
backyard. The roof was often slightly pitched, as the FHA refused to back loans on flat-roofed houses. More
attention was paid to the woman'’s role in the home: the kitchen overlooked the dining area, playroom, and
backyard, for example, permitting a watchful eye from the “operational center.” The kitchen was also outfitted with
the latest technologies, making the woman's role as wife, mother, and host ostensibly easier, and allowing her to
complete household tasks while still partaking in a robust family and social life.*
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The list of architects and designers who created influential, style-defining designs is too numerous to list
exhaustively. The houses of developer Joseph Eichler (1900-1974) and architect Gregory Ain (1908—-1988), both
based in California, extended the reach of modern design by using it in large-scale speculative developments.
Architects Albert Frey (1903-1998), A. Quincy Jones (1913-1979), Paul Williams (1894-1989), John Lautner
(1911-1994), Donald Wexler (1926—2015), Craig Ellwood (1922-1992) designed several notable homes,
including for John Entenza’s hugely influential “Case Study House Program,” which, upon its announcement in
1943, advocated for new architectures that permitted modern living. The dynamic couple Charles and Ray Eames
(1907-1978 and 1912-1988), who were known for their playfulness, plywood experiments, and infographics, are
darlings of design historians, as is Florence Knoll (1917-2019), a designer and businesswoman who transformed
the modern corporate interiors. The style went well beyond architecture and furniture—it defined an entire
material culture of consumables, including textiles, industrial design, graphic arts and advertising, jewelry,
ceramics, and even automobiles. Other designers include Edith Heath (1911-2005), Isamu Noguchi (1904-1988),
Arne Jacobsen (1902-1971), George Nelson (1908-1986), and Harry Bertoia (1915-1978).

There is plenty of overlap between Mid-century Modernism and other design styles. Danish Modern, Miami
Modern, and Northwest Regionalism, all regional adaptations of International Style, share many characteristics
with the style (also frequently referred to as California-, Desert-, or Case Study Modern). The styles known as
Atomic Age, Populuxe, Dingbat, and Googie also share the optimism that defined postwar America. Ranch
homes, a form type that became increasingly popular in the decades following the Great Depression, and Frank
Lloyd Wright's Usonian houses share open floor plans, single-story living, indoor-outdoor flow, and a spatial
orientation that cultivates family togetherness.

Greybrook incorporated many of these “modern living” design features into Smith Tower, while also adding the
adaptations necessary for an aging population. The circular form was a humanist take on the austerity of
International Style architecture, not only in terms of its informal and approachable visual appearance but also on
account of the new hierarchies that a 360-degree floor plan established. The original built-in balconies provided
small-scale opportunities for indoor-outdoor living and the views from these units situated the urban form within a
larger context of the Pacific Northwest’s natural surroundings. Greybrook’s design also recognized the importance
of social interaction, which, despite the smaller size of individual units, was built into the design of the shared

aspects, like indoor-outdoor living, which didn’t make sense for much of the United States for much of the year, were
implemented visually more than physically.

41 Annmarie Adams, “The Eichler Home: Intention and Experience in Postwar Suburbia.” Perspectives in Vernacular
Architecture 5 (1995): 169. Adams uses Joseph Eichler's marketing materials “Enter the Wonderful World of Eichler” to
discuss the innovations in an Eichler home, which has come to define the style. Obviously, the attention paid to the white
married couple with a handful of children—the proverbial “nuclear” family in that atomic age—came at the exclusion of many
other types of American families who did not fall into nor perform those clearly defined and proscribed roles, namely in terms
of race, age, gender, sexuality, culture, and family make-up. This serves as a reminder of this historical nature of this style.
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common areas of the building. Smith Tower demonstrates how a design style traditionally used in single-family
homes could be deployed for a population other than the nuclear family and in an unexpected location.

Willam “Bill” Rose Smith (1895-1971)

When the building at 515 Washington Street opened, it was called “Mid-Columbia Manor,” named for the coalition
responsible for the construction of the project. Shortly after opening to residents, however, the board of directors
decided to officially name the building “Smith Tower” after the then-president of the Mid-Columbia Manor
corporation, W. R. “Bill” Smith. Smith had long been a local leader of organized labor: born in Nebraska in 1895
and a Navy veteran of World War Il, he had worked as a painter and member of the Brotherhood of Painters and
Allied Trades for most of his career. He was a charter member of the Painters Local 360 of Vancouver and served
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as the union’s business representative until 1948.42 He was a delegate to the National AFL-CIO (American
Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations), representing the Brotherhood of Painters
International Union. Regionally, he was elected Vice-President of the Washington State Labor Council, where he
remained for over seventeen years. Between 1944 and 1965, he was the executive secretary of the Washington
State Conference of Painters. His role on the Mid-Columbia Construction, Building and Trades Council of Clark,
Skamania, and Klickitat counties brought together seventeen unions—5,000 workers in Clark County alone—to
cooperate in negotiations with local management, at times, winning praise for the lack of local strikes.

Smith was also the subject of criticism, particularly from the editorial board at The Columbian, concerning the
power he may have wielded over local officials. For many Vancouverites, however, he was well-respected for his
persistent diligence in trying to “help the working man get union rights with a decent living wage and better
conditions.”* Smith advocated that labor leaders become active “in all civic enterprises which have for their aim
the improvement” of the community.**

He was married, from 1921-1962 to Mattie Mae Butterfield (1898-1962), and from 1962—-1971 to Joan Dardis
Smith (1900-1984), and lived in Smith Tower until his 1971 death. One of his stepsons, Robert Virgil, served as
the building’s manager.

National Register of Historic Places Eligibility

Willamette Cultural Resources Associates (WillametteCRA) recommends that Smith Tower is significant under
Criteria A, B, and C, with an overall period of significance of 1966 through 1972. The resource possesses the
requisite integrity to communicate its significance under Criteria A, B, and C, and is therefore recommended
eligible for listing in the NRHP.

Based on WillametteCRA'’s evaluation of Smith Tower within its historic context, the resource is significant under
Criterion A, at the local level of significance in the areas of community planning and development and social
history. Smith Tower is a manifestation of how private development, public funding, and interest in the public good
created new models for development, management, and living in Vancouver. The newly emerging demographic
block of elderly citizens, for whom Smith Tower was built, and the attention their previously-dismissed situation
attracted revealed large gaps in the federal and state policies, which were underprepared to address societal

42 “Labor leader Bill Smith dies Saturday at 75,” The Columbian, April 5, 1971, Section A Page 13.
43 Mrs. Early J. Larson’s letter to the editor, “No time for politics,” The Columbian, May 19, 1950, 10.
44 C. W. “Cal” Williams, Letter to the editor, “From one ilk to another,” The Columbian, September 4, 1950, 4.
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issues that existed outside of the confines of employment. There were comparable projects in Vancouver similarly
devoted to elderly care: the Pythian Home (1923), constructed by the Grand Lodge of Washington and Oregon,
offered care and comfort to its aged members; Skyline Crest (1963), built by the Vancouver Housing Authority,
reserved some units for the elderly displaced by the city’s Urban Renewal programs; and Van Vista Plaza (1970),
also built by the VHA, was a multi-story masonry building northwest of the city’s downtown area. But Smith Tower
is a unique example of senior living: it was created by a local grassroots organization, dedicated to a general
population otherwise unaddressed—not necessarily displaced by urban renewal nor necessarily in need of
medical assistance—and had the added value of Greybrook’s distinct and innovative architectural form in a prime
and visible location. The construction of Smith Tower was a promise to all the union laborers involved in its
construction—and a sign to those who watched—that even after workers stopped actively “contributing” to the
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workforce, they would still be cared for with dignity and respect for their independence. Under Criterion A, the
period of significance is defined as 1966, the year of the building’s construction, through 1972, the year the
southern balconies were enclosed, changing the universality of the building’s amenities.

Smith Tower is also significant under Criterion B, at the local level of significance in the area of social history, for
its association with labor leader W. R. “Bill” Smith. Smith played an important role in the labor organization of
Clark, Skamania, and Klickitat counties and the organizations’ relationships with local companies and politics.
Although there are many projects that resulted from Smith’s behind-the-scenes work, Smith Tower is a
culmination of his dedication to the interests of union laborers and a lasting legacy of his involvement in the
community. It is one of the few tangible artifacts of a productive career dedicated to often invisible negotiations.
Furthermore, unlike other projects that might demonstrate his involvement, the tower served as Smith’s own
residence from the year of its construction, 1966, until the leader’s death in 1971. The building’s period of
significance under this criterion is bracketed by these dates.

The resource is additionally significant under Criterion C, at the state level in the area of architecture. Smith
Tower is an early and relatively unusual example of a cylindrical high-rise, Mid-century Modern-style residential
tower in Washington State. The building embodies the distinctive characteristics of the style, including informal,
indoor/outdoor living, visual connections to nature, and the privileging of user experience and social relationships.
The cylindrical tower was an ingenious and stylish solution to the required density of the project and the
restrictions of the small site. It was, at the time of its construction, relatively experimental as a form, predated only
by the Capitol Records Building (Los Angeles), Marina City (Chicago), and the first cylindrical Holiday Inn (Austin).
In Washington state, a few cylindrical towers followed, including the current Westin Hotel in Seattle, but the
cylindrical tower never gained the popularity of the rectilinear skyscraper. Smith Tower was also innovative in
terms of the technologies of its economical construction: the lift slab technique and curtain wall glazing. Though
the warm tones of the mustard yellow have been exchanged for a more contemporary cream colorway, and the
private balconies enclosed (but not altered on the interior), the tower remains a recognizable and distinct icon in
the city’s skyline. The period of significance under Criterion C is limited to 1966, the year of its completion.

Smith Tower is not associated with known archaeological sites, does not contain important information, and is
ultimately unlikely to yield information important to prehistory or history. It is therefore not significant under
Criterion D.

In summary, Smith Tower possesses sufficient integrity to communicate its multiple areas of significance.
Willamette Cultural Resources Associates, therefore, recommends Smith Tower eligible for listing on the NRHP

Surveyor/Agency: Brigid Boyle and Emily Steele, WillametteCRA for IBR Program Date Recorded: March 3, 2023 Pg 16
106 Documentation: Individual Properties Rev. 10/24 LEG




i‘ Interstate

. 9,;15!99&,5 SECTION 106 DOCUMENTATION FORM

Individual Properties
Continuation Sheet

under Criteria A, B, and C, with an overall period of significance of 1966—-1972. The building is not recommended
eligible under Criterion D.
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Figure 2. Location map of 515 Washington Street, Vancouver, Clark County, Washington.
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Figure 3. Aerial map of 515 Washington Street, showing recommended NRHP boundary in
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Figure 4. View of Smith Tower looking east (WillametteCRA June 8, 2022).
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Figure 5. View of Smith Tower looking north (WillametteCRA March 3, 2023).
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Figure 6. View of Smith Tower looking east from 6th Street, showing drive-

through lane and parking ramp (WillametteCRA March 3, 2023).
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Figure 7. View of Smith Tower looking southeast from 6th Street, showing parking ramp and lobby access bridge
(WillametteCRA March 3, 2023).
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Figure 8. View of Smith Tower lobby entrance, looking east (WillametteCRA March 3, 2023).
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Figure 9. View of Smith Tower north elevation, looking south (WillametteCRA

June 8, 2022).
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Figure 10. Henry Greybrook's sketch, ca. 1963 (The Columbian
[Vancouver, WA], December 17, 1963, 1).
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Figure 11. Aerial view of Smith Tower shortly after construction (The Columbian [Vancouver, WA], March 3, 1967).
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Figure 12. Looking north at the south elevation of Smith Tower, 1988. Note the balconies on the
southern elevation have been enclosed (The Columbian [Vancouver, WA], January 17, 1988, 33).
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WILLAMETTE VIEW MANOR, Portland, Oregor
Copyright 1957, Delanp Studios & Aerial Surveys
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Figure 13. View of Willamette View Manor, outside Portland, Oregon (1955); Walter Kelly, architect (Delano Studios,
Ebay.com, 2023).
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Figure 14. The rising central core (The Columbian [Vancouver, WA],

January 5, 1965).
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Figure 15. View of Mt. St. Helens, from the rooftop of Smith Tower, circa
1967 (The Columbian [Vancouver, WA], December 14, 1967, 1).
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Figure 16. Mid-century cylindrical buildings. Top left: Capitol Records Tower, Los Angeles (Welton Becket, 1956;
LAConservancy.org, 2023); American Pavilion, Expo 58 World Fair, Brussels (Edward Durrell Stone, 1958; Allan Hailstone,
Flickr.com, 2023); Marina City, Chicago (Bertrand Goldberg, 1964; Bertrandgoldberg.com, 2023). Bottom row, from left:
Holiday Inn, Austin (Leonard Lundgren, 1964; leonardlundgren.com, 2023); Washington Plaza Hotel (now the Westin Hotel),
Seattle (John Graham, 1969; Museum of History and Industry, 2023); National Bank of Washington, Tacoma (Lea, Pearson &
Richards, 1964; Richards Studio, Tacoma Public Library Online Collection, 2023).
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Figure 17. Floor plans of Smith Tower units (www.smithtowerapts.com, Accessed March, 2023).
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Figure 18. Construction photo showing lift slab construction
method (The Columbian [Vancouver, WA], April 5, 1965, 1).
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